ocular disease from systemically administered drugs, another devoted exclusively to chloroquine toxicity, and others concerned with autonomic-system pharmacology, corticosteroid therapy, nonsteroid anti-inflammatory drugs, and anesthetics.
Ophthalmologists will undoubtedly buy this book, but it should also be read by all clinicians using drugs, and pharmacologists who introduce them to clinical practice. D This book is based on papers given at the Fifth Scientific Meeting of the International Epidemiological Association in Yugoslavia, and is primarily concerned with problems of data handling in large-scale epidemiological studies. In an excellent introduction, Professor P Armitage comments on the interplay between computer science and technology, epidemiology, and statistics, pointing out the enormous effect on the potential scope of epidemiological studies of the relatively recent arrival of the computer. Several of the following papers deal with the processing and analytical problems that now arise from the ability to collect information on many variables for large population groups, and the book can be recommended for these. One section deals with the increasingly interesting study of the construction of mathematical models, which may be of use either in studying the causation and natural history of disease, or in the practical planning of health services. The approaches to some of the papers dealing with these models and with multivariate analysis are fairly technical, and need a sound knowledge of mathematics and statistics for full understanding; but the important general principles can still be grasped by the less expert in these subjects. Some of the earlier papers on methodological problems are, however, rather too general for a volume which explicitly sets out not to be a textbook on either statistics or epidemiology, and whose main appeal is likely, therefore, to be to the expert rather than the beginner in epidemiology. This book aims to cover the subject of thyroid cancer from many points of viewbiochemical, morphological, pathological, clinical and therapeuticand to integrate these various aspects. Unfortunately we lack clear definitions and exact knowledge about all of these, so that the book becomes very uneven. The best section is the one on pathology, which has some fine electron and light microscope illustrations of thyroid cancer which are worth study. The rest of the book consists of a review of the author's extensive experience of this disease, with a somewhat indiscriminate selection of quotations from the literature, and this unfortunately contains far too many errors and unacceptable statements. The evidence cited to 'confirm' the induction of carcinogenesis by radioactive iodine in human subjects is very thin indeed (p 38). Does hyperthyroidism occur as 'a preliminary compensation' to malignancy (p 134), and does thyroxine therapy help to prevent 'radioiodine-induced hyperthyroidism' (p 149)? The doses of methyl-and propyl-thiouracil on the same page are obviously wrong. One is a little surprised at the claim that radioactive iodine therapy yields positive results in 15-30% of thyroid cancers. This makes one wonder about definitions, and the author's criteria would probably not meet universal approval. While some of the illustrations are excellent, others are badly drawn and the captions are generally inadequate. The reproductions of autoradiographs and chromatographic and electrophoretic strips in figures 7-10, for instance, are quite meaningless without further explanation. I know it is bad form to mention the price, but the volume costs £9. To justify this, almost every one of its 160 pages should be good; since this is not the case, I find it difficult to recommend. R HOFFENBERG Educational Medicine by F E James MD MRCS DCH pp 185 £1-25 London: William Heinemann Medical Books 1970 The author claims to have written this book 'for doctors entering the School Health Service' with the object of giving 'a sense of purpose to the work' and providing 'an elementary textbook of the technical aspects of the subject'.
The intention was, presumably, to follow a description of the school medical inspectiontaking this to be the key activitywith a detailed description of each of the main types of problem that inspection may reveal and to follow this with other special subjects such as infectious disease control and the law. Unfortunately not only does the description of the school medical inspection fail to place this in its proper context as a single element in the complex of services and examinations through which the health of children is promoted, but the detailed chapters on problems and special services are themselves altogether too discursive. In particular, they mix the presentation of the elementary material required by the beginner with material that can only be under-
